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CancerLINC — Legal and Financial Help 
for Cancer Patients and Their Families
By Denise Kranich, Executive Director
CancerLINC

You have cancer.” Three words that
no one wants ever to hear.
Unfortunately, many of us hear 

those words. One out of every three
women will get cancer in her lifetime. 
One out of every two men will get cancer
in his lifetime. These are daunting
statistics, but true. 
Once you get over the shock of

receiving a cancer diagnosis, the next thing
most cancer patients become concerned
about is their family. What happens to my
family if I die? If I am too sick to work,
how can we pay the mortgage and all of
our other bills? Will my insurance pay 
for all of my treatments? Who will take
care of my children? Do I have an updated
will, power of attorney and advance
medical directive?
These are all questions that cancer

patients ask. Many of us are lucky enough
to have the means to hire an attorney or
financial consultant to help us get through
these many challenges, but many are not.

That is how CancerLINC helps.
CancerLINC is a nonprofit that
helps cancer patients with legal
and financial issues. CancerLINC
has 200 attorneys and financial
consultants who help qualified
cancer patients and their families
for free. 
CancerLINC was created 

21 years ago by two Richmond
attorneys, Phyllis Katz and Ann
Hodges. They both had cancer
and dealt with their legal issues,
as well as helped neighbors and
friends with their legal or
financial questions. Katz and
Hodges realized that there was
not an organization helping
people with lower incomes
navigate these challenges, so
CancerLINC was born. Each
year, CancerLINC helps
roughly 600 clients with 
a thousand issues. LINC is
the only nonprofit of its
kind in the United States. 
CancerLINC’s office is

located on the Johnston-Willis
campus in Chesterfield
County, serving the cities 
of Richmond, Hopewell
and Colonial Heights and
the counties of Caroline,
Charles City, Goochland,
Hanover, Henrico, King
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Volunteers for CancerLINC sell balloons with gift cards for its annual Balloon Pop during its
largest fundraiser — It’s in the Bag.

A CancerLINC volunteer paints a child’s
face at the Celtic Festival. CancerLINC’s
volunteers run the children’s area portion of
this event each year.

Barbara Apostle, CancerLINC’s client services assistant,
works an outreach booth during a local event.
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SEC Closed for
Good Friday

Southside Electric
Cooperative offices will be
closed on Friday, April 14,
2017, in observance of 
Good Friday. All office
locations will reopen at 
8 a.m. on Monday, 
April 17, 2017. 

CancerLINC was able to help client Keith
Chantree obtain his prosthetic leg and
return to work. 
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Supporters along with CancerLINC staff member Iris Woodson, enjoy a quiet moment at the
annual handbag auction, which occurs every February.

William and New Kent. CancerLINC also
serves patients and their families in
portions of SEC’s Eastern and Northern
territory, including Petersburg and the
counties of Amelia, Chesterfield, Dinwiddie,
Powhatan, Prince George and Sussex.

Here’s an example of how CancerLINC
can help. Keith Chantree contacted
CancerLINC for help with several legal
issues in preparation for an upcoming

surgery to remove cancer from his left leg.
After receiving an update from his doctor
about his treatment options, Chantree made
the brave decision to have his leg amputated
from the knee down to remove his cancer.
Prior to being diagnosed, Chantree worked
a physically demanding job and needed 
a special prosthetic to return to work 
that would cost over $30,000. Chantree’s
insurance denied coverage for the
prosthetic. He called CancerLINC for help,
and CancerLINC’s client services referred
him to an attorney who was able to help
him with an appeal. Chantree successfully
got his insurance company to cover 100
percent of the cost. Chantree was able to
return to his old job and continue with 
the same earning potential as before his

diagnosis. Chantree is thriving today and
competing in sporting events. 

If you know someone who needs
CancerLINC’s help, please have them 
call 804-562-0371, extension 101, or 
you can email Denise Kranich at
denise.kranich@cancerlinc.org. 

CancerLINC is fortunate to be
supported by many individuals, local
foundations and companies like Southside
Electric Cooperative. LINC’s next major
event is the Spring Awards Luncheon 
on Friday, May 12, at the Virginia
Historical Society. Many local volunteers
and philanthropists will be honored at 
the luncheon. 

For more information, visit
www.cancerlinc.org.
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Vision
A community where no

cancer patient goes without
needed support services.

Mission
LINC eases the burden 
of cancer by providing

assistance, education, and
referral to legal resources,

financial guidance, and
community services.


